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Federal Budget ticks the right boxes

The 2007 Federal Budget has been welcomed by the Australian Road Train Association as the Federal
Government again acknowledging the importance of the Australian trucking sector, with an investment
of over $22 billion dollars announced for the second phase of AusLink.

Importantly, an additional $250 million to be channelled directly to local councils, was announced to
build roads of importance specifically to industry under the Strategic Regional Road Programme.

“The overall funding announcements were significantly more than we were expecting, and we welcome
the government’s recognition of just how important investing in Australia’s transport infrastructure is not
just for the trucking industry, but the wider community,” ARTA Chief Executive, Duncan Bremner, said.

Driver training received a number of smaller ticket measures under the wider education package

“While we still have some way to go to get governments to properly recognise heavy vehicle operating
as a skilled trade, there are measures that can be utilised by the road train sector to help train up new
drivers,” Mr Bremner said.

On a broader scale, there was good news in areas such as health, with increased spending on mental
health.

“The reality is that road train operators in particular, work in isolated and rugged environments that can
takes it toll, particularly when so many operators rely on business from the agricultural sector, which is
so obviously suffering itself from the drought,” Mr Bremner said.

“Overall, our only real gripe is we would have preferred the extent of the tax cuts — $31.5 billion over
four years — to have been further considered in the context of the AusLink plan.

Mr Bremner said the budget now ups the ante on the state governments and the Federal Opposition to
present policies that reflect a similar commitment to the heavy vehicle sector.

“While there is no doubt that Martin Ferguson is a friend of our industry, we now need him to convince
his colleagues, particularly in some of our state governments, to embrace investment in our sector to
the same extent as we have seen in this budget,” Mr Bremner said.
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